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FRENCH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE AND  
FRENCH LANGUAGE IMMERSION 

 
Background 
 
The Division believes that in a bilingual and multi-cultural society it is important for students to 
have access to courses that will help them acquire and maintain proficiency in a second 
language. Since French is one of Canada’s two official languages, the Division believes that 
opportunities must be provided for all students in the Division to learn French by making 
available French second language courses, French immersion programs and related services. 
 
In learning a second language, students gain a new awareness and understanding of another 
culture, gain skills which strengthen their processes of communication in a variety of situations 
relating to academic, work or leisure activities, and extend the scope of their human 
relationships. They are provided with learning experiences that lead to an appreciation and 
understanding of local, national and international differences. 
 
Definitions 
 
1. “French as a Second Language (FSL) courses” means courses approved by the Minister in 

which the French language is studied as a subject for the purpose of developing 
communication skills and cultural understanding. 

 
2. “French Immersion Program” means a program in which French is used as the language of 

instruction in accordance with sections 8, 9, 11 and 21 of the School Act, but does not 
include school instruction under section 10 of the School Act. 

 
Procedures 
 
1. French as a Second Language (FSL) 

1.1 The offering of FSL in any school shall be a local program decision, and shall be in 
accordance with approved Alberta Education curricula. 

1.2 Where FSL is offered in feeder schools, the principals of affected schools shall be 
responsible for coordinating the programs. 

1.3 Except with the permission of the Superintendent, FSL shall be offered for 

1.3.1 90 hours per year in Grades 4 through 6. 

1.3.2 75 hours per year in Grades 7 through 9. 

1.3.3 125 hours per year in Grades 10 through 12. 
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1.4 Where FSL courses use correspondence materials, schools shall provide  
supplementary resources and assistance. 

 
2. French Immersion 

1.1 The Division may authorize the establishment of a French Immersion program in a 
school, and shall inform the Minister.  

1.2 The introduction of a French Immersion program shall occur at the kindergarten level 
and may extend upwards one grade per year, at the discretion of the Division. If 
numbers warrant, courses at the high school level may be offered. 

1.3 A French Immersion program may be introduced only when the total student 
population per grade exceeds 20 students and no less than 15 students are in the 
French Immersion program. 

1.4 Where French Immersion program numbers are insufficient, one or more grade 
levels may be discontinued, after the school has consulted with the French 
Immersion parents and the other schools offering the French Immersion program. 

1.5 A full-time equivalent "French Immersion" student is one who receives at least 75 per 
cent of total instruction time in French at the elementary level and 60 per cent at the 
secondary level. 

1.6 The French Immersion program is to be administered jointly by all schools offering 
the program. Decisions about the French Immersion program are to be made in 
consultation with each school offering the French Immersion program. 

 
 
Reference: Section 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 21, 60, 61, 113, School Act 
 Section 23, Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom 
 Policy 1.5.2 – French as a Second Language and French Language Immersion 
 Guide to Education ECS to Grade 12 
 Handbook for French Immersion Administrators 

 


