
Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success

“Aspen View Public Schools 
is committed to preparing our students to 

achieve success and reach their  
unique potential through the provision of 

diverse learning opportunities.”

Board Highlights

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, April 6, 2023
10 a.m. - Vilna School
Upcoming Events:

March 13-17, 2023
Substitute Teachers’ 
Appreciation Week

March 27-31, 2023
Spring Break

April 7, 2023
Good Friday

April 10, 2023
Easter Monday

Superintendent resignation
The Board of Trustees of Aspen View Public 

Schools officially accepted the resignation of 
Superintendent Neil O’Shea, who announced 
his retirement effective at the end of the current 
school year. O’Shea joined Aspen View Public 
Schools as Associate/Deputy Superintendent in 
2014, and became Superintendent in 2018.

“To say that I was fortunate to finish my 
career with Aspen View over the last nine 
years would be an understatement,” O’Shea 
commented. “These years have been precious 
as I have grown personally and professionally 
in my time here. I am leaving with a heart 
full of gratitude and a head full of wonderful 
memories.

“I have been honoured throughout my tenure 
to work with supportive and dedicated trustees, 
administrators and educators who will continue 
to ensure a bright future for Aspen View and all 
its students and families.”

“Neil has provided exemplary leadership 
to Aspen View throughout his time with us,” 
Board of Trustees Chair Candyce Nikipelo 
said. “His ability to build relationships with 
students, parents, staff and communities has 
brought our division closer. We thank him for 
all his contributions, and wish him health and 
happiness in retirement.”

Provincial budget update
Superintendent O’Shea provided a brief 

overview of the February 28, 2023 provincial 
budget announcement. Trustees commented 
that the budget appears to contain good news 
for education and for Aspen View, but they are 
eager to learn details with the release of the 
funding manual, expected soon.

Three-year Capital Plan
The Board of Trustees unanimously approved 

Aspen View Public Schools’ Three-Year 

Capital Plan for submission to the provincial 
government.

Aspen View Public Schools’ capital priorities 
are, in order:

• Landing Trail Intermediate School 
modernization: Estimated total cost of 
approximately $23.9 million.

• Smith School modernization: Estimated 
total cost of approximately $10.8 million.

• Grassland School modernization: 
Estimated total cost of approximately $4.8 
million. 

• Rochester School modernization: Estimated 
total cost of approximately $9.5 million.

Trustees expressed concern that the most 
recent facility audits for each of these projects 
are all more than 10 years old. Administration 
will contact the provincial government 
regarding the process to have these facilities 
reevaluated.

Other highlights
• Superintendent O’Shea provided an update 

that Aspen View is currently scheduled to take 
possession of the new H.A. Kostash School in 
Smoky Lake on April 28, 2023.

• The Board of Trustees voted unanimously 
to amend the 2022-23 school year for H.A. 
Kostash School, moving the last day of school to 
Tuesday, June 27, 2023 in order to facilitate the 
move to the new school building.

• Superintendent O’Shea presented a draft 
Board Work Plan for the 2023-24 school year. 
As currently presented, there are 12 regular 
board meetings scheduled over the course of the 
school year. 

• The Board of Trustees voted unanimously 
to proceed with an internal board evaluation for 
2022-23.
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From the regular meeting held Thursday, March 9, 2023 at Aspen View Public Schools Division Office

“Aspen View Public Schools acknowledges Treaty 6 territory: the ancestral and traditional territory of the Cree, Dene, Blackfoot, Saulteaux, 
Nakota Sioux, as well as the Métis. We acknowledge the many First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples whose footsteps have marked these 

lands for generations. We recognize the land as an act of reconciliation and gratitude to those on whose territory we reside or are visiting.”


