
Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success

“Aspen View Public Schools 
is committed to preparing our students to 

achieve success and reach their  
unique potential through the provision of 

diverse learning opportunities.”

Board Highlights

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, September 8, 2022

(Organizational Meeting)
10 a.m. - Division office

Upcoming Events:
June 13-28, 2022
Diploma Exams

June 28, 2022
Last Day of School for Students

August 22, 2022
School offices reopen

Alberta School Councils Association
The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to 

advocate to the Minister of Education for the 
reinstatement of funding to the Alberta School 
Councils Association (ASCA).

ASCA, which represents more than 1,500 
school councils across the province, has had its 
provincial funding essentially eliminated, while 
the Minister has appointed a 40-member Parent 
Advisory Council to advise on parent concerns.

Trustees expressed their support for ASCA 
as a valuable resource for school councils within 
Aspen View, and a voice for school councils across 
Alberta. They also noted that school councils are 
mandated in the Education Act, which makes 
it difficult to understand the justification for 
eliminating ASCA funding.

Copies of Aspen View’s advocacy will be shared 
with ASCA and all Alberta school divisions.

Literacy report
Deputy Superintendent Dr. Karen Penney 

provided the Board of Trustees with a literacy 
report.

At the Kindergarten/Grade 1 level, Reading 
Readiness Screening Tool (RRST) results indicate 
that 77-78 per cent of students are meeting 
or exceeding the 85th percentile target. This 
represents an increase of 6-17 per cent from 2018, 
and 10-16 per cent from the mid-COVID 2021 
results. Division-wide Fountas & Pinnell (F&P) 
reading assessments show that as of January 2022, 
66 per cent of Grade 1-8 students are reading at 
or above grade level. This represents a decrease 
of approximately nine per cent from pre-COVID 
results. French Immersion results indicate 60 per 
cent of Grade 1-6 students reading at or above 
grade level, also a decrease of approximately nine 
per cent from 2018 results.

January 2002 results from Leveled Literacy 
Intervention (LLI) programming show that 76 per 

cent of students receiving support improved their 
reading level by at least half a grade level.

Careers: The Next Generation
The Board of Trustees heard a presentation 

from Stefan Rutkowski and Taryn McDonald 
from Careers: The Next Generation. Aspen View 
Public Schools has worked with Careers: The Next 
Generation for several years to connect students 
with Registered Apprenticeship Program (RAP) 
opportunities and pathways into skilled trades 
training.

In the 2022-23 school year, Aspen View 
Public Schools is one of a small number of school 
divisions for which Careers: The Next Generation 
is funding a 0.25 FTE position to work directly 
with students across the division.

Trustees encouraged Careers: The Next 
Generation to broaden their presentation to 
include Grade 9 students, and also to include 
ways for parents to become informed on the 
opportunities it provides.

Homestead school signs
Alice Wlos and Larry Armfelt briefed the Board 

of Trustees on a project to erect historical signage 
at all former school sites within Athabasca County. 
While the signage itself is intended to be sponsored 
though private donations and sponsors, the 
group spearheading the project requested Aspen 
View Public Schools’ support in helping to locate 
the school sites and any information available 
regarding their history.

Other highlights
• The Board of Trustees unanimously passed a 

motion to enter into a five-year audit agreement 
with its current auditors, Metrix Group LLP.

• The Board of Trustees unanimously approved 
the awarding of one-year custodial contracts 
at Thorhild Central School, Whispering Hills 
Primary School and Grassland School.
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From the regular meeting held Friday, June 17, 2022 at Aspen View Public Schools Division Office

“Aspen View Public Schools acknowledges Treaty 6 territory: the ancestral and traditional territory of the Cree, Dene, Blackfoot, Saulteaux, 
Nakota Sioux, as well as the Métis. We acknowledge the many First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples whose footsteps have marked these 

lands for generations. We recognize the land as an act of reconciliation and gratitude to those on whose territory we reside or are visiting.”


