
Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success

“Aspen View Public Schools is committed to preparing 
our students to achieve success and reach their unique 
potential through the provision of meaningful learning 

opportunities.”

Board Highlights
Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, January 21, 2021

9 a.m. - via video conference
Public livestream on the 

Aspen View Public Schools 
YouTube Channel

Upcoming Events:
January 4-8, 2021

At-home learning resumes for 
all grades

January 11, 2021
In-person learning resumes

January 12-28, 2021
Diploma exams (optional)

School calendars
The Aspen View Public Schools Board of 

Trustees voted unanimously to approve the 
2021-22 School Calendar, which was approved in 
principle in February 2020. Key dates include:

• First day of school for students on August 30, 
2021

• November break from November 8-12, 2021
• Christmas break from December 20, 2021 - 

January 3, 2022
• Spring break from March 28, 2022 - April 1, 

2022
• Last day of school for students on June 28, 

2022.
A draft 2022-2023 School Calendar was 

received by trustees as information, and will be 
discussed at the January 21, 2021 board meeting.

Online school family survey
The Board of Trustees reviewed data from 

a survey, conducted in November, of families 
with students enrolled in the Aspen View 
Online School. Responses were received from 
approximately half of enrolled families, with very 
positive overall results: close to 80 cent indicated 
that the Aspen View Online School experience 
has been positive, and over 86 per cent agreed that 
their children are engaged in meaningful learning.

Aspen View Online School principal Glenda 
Gray commented that survey results were shared 
with the online teachers, with discussion around 
suggestions for improvement from the feedback.

Transportation update
Aspen View Public Schools Transportation 

Coordinator Rhonda Alix provided a 
transportation update for the Board of Trustees. 
She commented that bus drivers have done a 
fantastic job managing all the changes to their 
day-to-day routines.

Through December 11, 2020, Aspen View 
buses had completed a total of 7,808 morning 

and afternoon runs. Of those, less than five per 
cent were amalgamated bus routes and only 2.31 
per cent of routes had to be cancelled due to 
driver shortages or other issues.

New curriculum update
Deputy Superintendent Dr. Karen Penney 

provided an update on the new Alberta 
school curriculum, based on information 
provided through the College of Alberta 
School Superintendents. The Ministerial Order 
on Student Learning signed in August 2020 
includes 14 key skills that represent a shift 
towards a knowledge-based platform.

It was noted that the Government of Alberta 
plans to pilot the new curriculum in September 
2021. The Alberta School Boards Association 
and other groups are lobbying to slow down 
that process.

Other highlights
• The Board of Trustees approved its ward bylaw 

in advance of the 2021 school board elections, and 
appointed returning officers. Following changes 
to legislation, nomination of school board trustee 
candidates now opens on January 1, 2021.

• The Board of Trustees gave first reading to 
four updated policies: Policy 3 - Role of the Trustee; 
Policy 12 - Role of the Superintendent; Policy 17 - 
Student Code of Conduct; and Policy 34 - School 
Division Reserves. It also passed a motion to 
remove Policy 22 - Division Investments as school 
division investments are now guided by regulations 
attached to the provincial Education Act.

• A switch of insurance providers will generate 
a savings to Aspen View Public Schools of 
approximately $64,000. Secretary-treasurer Aimee 
Hirtle reported that much more significant savings 
were anticipated, but were not realized due to a 
variety of factors, including a rise in insurance 
claims due to global events.
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From the regular meeting held Thursday, December 17, 2020 via video conference

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9GDHnWnDjfhUPzhLivFFHw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9GDHnWnDjfhUPzhLivFFHw

