
Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success

“Aspen View Public Schools is committed to preparing our students to achieve success and reach 
their unique potential through the provision of meaningful learning opportunities.”

from the regular meeting held
Thursday, September 10, 2020

at Aspen View Public Schools Division Office

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, October 8, 2020
10 a.m. - Division Office
Upcoming Events:

September 30, 2020
Orange Shirt Day

October 5, 2020
World Teachers’ Day

October 9, 2020
Professional Learning Day
(No school for students)

October 12, 2020
Thanksgiving
(No school)

Organizational meeting
The Aspen View Public Schools Board of 

Trustees held its annual organizational meeting 
prior to the regular meeting. Trustee Anne 
Karczmarczyk (Ward 2 - North Central) was 
acclaimed to remain as vice-chair of the board for 
a one-year term, and other trustees were appointed 
to various internal and external committees. 
Trustee Candy Nikipelo (Ward 3 - North East) 
remains as board chair, as she was acclaimed in 
2019-20 to a two-year term.

Re-entry update
Senior administration updated the Board of 

Trustees on school re-entry for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Superintendent Neil O’Shea reviewed the two 
positive COVID-19 cases identified within Aspen 
View Public Schools. He acknowledged the work 
of Alberta Health Services in communicating with 
the individuals and close contacts involved with 
both cases.

Deputy Superintendent Dr. Karen Penney 
advised that enrollment continues to fluctuate 
between face-to-face, online and homeschool 
students. Aspen View Public Schools has adopted 
a curriculum scope and sequence model from 
Edmonton Public Schools, which helps ensure that 
students are learning the same material across all 
learning platforms.

Secretary-Treasurer Aimee Hirtle advised 
that re-entry expenses to date include 3.4 
FTE educational staff to support online 
learning; additional custodial hours in all 
schools; approximately $295,000 for personal 
protective equipment, cleaning and supplies; 
and approximately $66,000 for staff replacement 
costs. Aspen View budgeted $200,000 for COVID 
expenses, and also will receive close to $900,000 in 
federal government funding.

Currently, three bus routes are cancelled due 
to a driver shortage. Three other routes have also 
been amalgamated.

HAK project update
The design committee for the new H.A. 

Kostash School project continues to work with 
the project architect, with a current focus on two 
different options for the location of the school on 
the property. Many factors need to be considered, 
including utility installation costs, site safety, 
possible relocation of the playground and other 
fixtures, vehicle access to the school, and others. A 
decision on the location is expected by September 
12, 2020.

The Board of Trustees unanimously passed a 
motion to allocate $100,000 from capital reserves 
to offset utility installation costs.

Student Services funding changes
Shannon Smith, Director of Student Services, 

advised that the dissolution of the Regional 
Collaborative Service Delivery (RCSD) model, 
changes to Program Unit Funding (PUF) grants, 
the discontinuation of some Alberta Health 
Services (AHS) services, and substantial changes 
to Mental Health and Addictions protocols will 
impact Aspen View Public Schools’ ability to 
collaborate and support students. Schools have 
less ability to connect families with external 
supports, and many services that can be accessed 
must now be funded through division or school 
budgets.

Indigenous representation on the Board 
of Trustees

Trustee Tom Mykytiuk introduced a motion 
directing Senior Administration to explore 
options for the representation of Indigenous 
peoples on the Board of Trustees. Deputy 
Superintendent Penney will suggest a timeline 
and provide periodic updates to the Board.

Other highlights
• The October 8, 2020 meeting of the Board 

of Trustees, originally scheduled to be held at 
Grassland School, has been relocated to the Aspen 
View Public Schools Division Board Room. 

Trustees:
Ward 1 (North West):

Nancy Sand
Ward 2 (North Central):

Anne Karczmarczyk
(Vice Chair)

Dennis MacNeil
Ward 3 (North East):

Candy Nikipelo (Chair)
Ward 4 (South West):

April Bauer
Ward 5 (South Central):

Tom Mykytiuk
Ward 6 (South East):

Donna Cherniwchan

Division Office:
3600 48 Ave.

Athabasca, AB T9S 1M8
Phone: 780-675-7080
www.aspenview.org

email: info@aspenview.org
Facebook: @aspenviewschools

Board Highlights


