
Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success

“Aspen View Public Schools is committed to preparing our students to achieve success and reach 
their unique potential through the provision of meaningful learning opportunities.”

from the regular meeting held
Thursday, May 7, 2020
via video conference

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, May 28, 2020

10 a.m. - via video conference
Public livestream on the 

Aspen View Public Schools 
YouTube Channel

Continuity of learning
 As part of her regular report to the Board 

of Trustees, Deputy Superintendent Dr. Karen 
Penney provided an update on her work with 
schools to support student learning from  
at-home environments. She advised that schools 
are keeping track of how many students continue 
to be engaged in learning; that data will be 
assembled to generate divisional information.

Dr. Penney stressed that the focus remains on 
learning, rather than assessment. Communication 
with high school students is ongoing, to ensure 
they are prepared to advance to the next level of 
core subjects and are meeting prerequisites for 
post-secondary studies.

New H.A. Kostash School project
Superintendent Neil O’Shea advised that a 

start-up meeting for the new H.A. Kostash School 
project was held with representatives from Alberta 
Infrastructure and Alberta Education on April 
27, 2020. Alberta Infrastructure proposes a K-12 
school with a full capacity of 473 students; there 
is flexibility for Aspen View to determine how the 
building will be configured and designed.

A design committee has been struck to guide 
the configuration of the new school, as well as to 
determine processes for input into the school’s 
design. Trustees Tom Mykytiuk and Donna 
Cherniwchan were appointed to serve on the 
design committee.

Superintendent O’Shea also noted that Aspen 
View Public Schools continues to work with the 
Town and County of Smoky Lake on a proposal 
for enhanced space within the new H.A. Kostash 
School project.

Graduation schedule
High schools within Aspen View have begun 

to tentatively reschedule graduation ceremonies 
for the fall of 2020, subject to any restrictions in 
place from the Chief Medical Officer of Health 
regarding social distancing and large gatherings.

As directed by the Board of Trustees, 
Superintendent O’Shea has instructed schools 
to plan for, at a minimum, commencement 
ceremonies with formal presentations and 
speeches, plus light refreshments. Schools may 
work with student committees and parent groups 
to tentatively plan additional celebrations, 
however, no event will be allowed to take place 
that contravenes any restrictions that may be in 
place.

Superintendent O’Shea also advised that no 
further postponement of graduation ceremonies 
beyond the fall of 2020 will be considered.

Attendance boundary review
The Board of Trustees approved a change of 

the Vilna/Smoky Lake attendance boundary as 
recommended by the Transportation Committee, 
effective for the 2020-21 school year.

The change does not impact the current 
attendance of H.A. Kostash nor Vilna School; 
however, some families whose children currently 
attend H.A. Kostash School as a School of Choice 
will now reside within the Smoky Lake attendance 
boundary.

Other highlights
• Aspen View Public Schools has submitted 

its updated Capital Plan to the Government 
of Alberta. With the approval of the new H.A. 
Kostash School project, Aspen View’s top capital 
priorities are the modernization of Landing Trail 
Intermediate School, Smith School, Grassland 
School and Rochester School.

• Trustee Candy Nikipelo, Board Chair, was 
appointed to represent Aspen View Public Schools 
on an Athabasca Regional COVID-19 Economic 
Recovery & Resilience Task Force
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