
Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success

“Aspen View Public Schools is committed to preparing our students to achieve success and reach 
their unique potential through the provision of meaningful learning opportunities.”

from the regular meeting held
Thursday, March 19, 2020

at Grassland School

Next Board Meeting:
Special Board Meeting

Wednesday, April 8, 2020
10 a.m. - Division Office

Regular Board Meeting
Wednesday, April 15, 2020

10 a.m. - H.A. Kostash School

COVID-19 update
 Superintendent Neil O’Shea updated the Board 

of Trustees on the current status of an ever-
changing COVID-19 situation.

The continuation of programming will start on 
March 30, 2020, and while it may look different 
in each household, every effort will be made to 
ensure student learning continues.

The Government of Alberta continues to fund 
staffing as per approved budgets. Provided that 
funding commitments from government remain 
in place, all Aspen View employees, including 
support staff and bus drivers, will continue to 
be paid as if they were working in a traditional 
setting.

All school-based and division office staff will 
continue working; work from home options have 
been created for all but essential facility staff, and 
will be evaluated on a regular basis.

Cancellations
In light of the global COVID-19 pandemic, 

the Board of Trustees passed motions to cancel 
or postpone several planned trips and events, 
including:

• Rochester School trip to Eastern Canada over 
Spring Break 2020;

• Edwin Parr Composite School trip to the 
Canadian Maritimes in May 2020;

• Smith School trip to Australia/New Zealand 
in June-July 2020.

• Aspen View Staff Awards & Recognition 
Night on May 1, 2020.

Grassland parent delegation
Kelly Chamzuk, a Grassland School parent, 

made a presentation to the Board of Trustees 
regarding the Notice of Motion to close Grades 
7-12 at Grassland School.

Mrs. Chamzuk expressed concern about the 
amount of time Grassland-area students would 
spend riding buses to Boyle, particularly on 
Highways 63 and 55. She also suggested that the 

programming offered in Boyle is not significantly 
different enough to warrant the disruption to 
families and the loss of the unique dynamic of 
the Grassland School community. Mrs. Chamzuk 
also suggested that the Notice of Motion be 
reconsidered in light of the stress caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Board thanked Mrs. Chamzuk for her 
presentation and noted that they would take her 
input under advisement.

EPC Junior High Hockey Academy
Deputy Superintendent Dr. Karen Penney 

presented a proposal from Edwin Parr Composite 
School to offer a Junior High Hockey Academy 
program starting in the 2020-21 school year. The 
program would be affiliated with Hockey Canada 
and delivered by a certified teacher. It would be 
available to all Grade 8 & 9 students regardless 
of skill level. The Board of Trustees approved the 
proposal, with a note that similar programs be 
considered for other schools in the division where 
feasible.

Edwin Parr Award nominee
Miranda From, a teacher at Edwin Parr 

Composite School, was announced as Aspen 
View’s nominee for the Edwin Parr Teacher 
Award, presented annually by the Alberta Schools 
Boards Association to six outstanding first-year 
teachers from across the province. Receiving 
honourable mention were Shelby Kapach of H.A. 
Kostash School and Bethany Irla of Landing Trail 
Intermediate School.

Other highlights
• The Board of Trustees directed the Deputy 

Superintendent to undertake the annual 
evaluation of the Board and Superintendent.

• The Board of Trustees approved the addition 
or renewal of 49 locally developed courses. Locally 
developed courses are high school credit courses, 
available within specific schools based on student 
enrollment and availability of instructors.
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