
Separate (Catholic) School District establishment in the Town of Athabasca



Choice in Education in Alberta

● Public School Divisions
○ 42 School Divisions; 493,990 students

● Separate School Divisions
○ 17 Divisions; 176,091 students

● Francophone School Divisions
○ 4 Divisions; 8,878 students

● Charter School Societies
○ 13 Societies; 9,921 students

Source: https://www.alberta.ca/student-population-statistics.aspx

https://www.alberta.ca/student-population-statistics.aspx


Education for all

Public school divisions are unique in that they are 

mandated to provide education to all eligible 

students, of all races, faiths, languages, and 

educational needs.

Public schools reflect our community. The 

students who learn together in our schools also 

play together in our neighbourhoods and on our 

community’s sports teams; perform together in 

drama clubs and dance societies; and build 

genuine friendships based on shared experiences.



Populations and student enrolment are in decline throughout rural Alberta



Populations and student enrolment are in decline throughout rural Alberta



Declining enrolments make it more difficult for schools 

to provide students with diverse programming options

In some schools, this can result in:

● Multi-grade classrooms (eg. a Grade 4-5 split)

● Reduction or elimination of non-core programming, such as:
○ Junior high options and high school CTS courses

○ Special programs (ex. French Immersion)

● High school core courses only available in one semester, limiting scheduling 

flexibility for students



In Alberta, the right to establish separate school 

districts is provided through legislation.

Aspen View Public Schools acknowledges the 

constitutional right of the petitioners to 

undertake the potential establishment of a 

Separate School District.



If student enrolment in Athabasca is divided 

among two school systems, it is predictable that 

neither system will be able to offer programming 

comparable to what is currently provided.



Our message: We’re better … together!

Choice comes with a cost

We believe that the establishment of a Separate School District would:

● Negatively impact educational opportunities for students

● Result in already limited resources being spent on duplicated services

● Create divisiveness within the community



How did this start?

In September 2019, Aspen View Public Schools received a Notice of Intent to 

establish a Separate (Catholic) School District, filed with Alberta Education by a 

group of local petitioners in collaboration with Lakeland Catholic School Division.

Lakeland Catholic School Division currently operates eight schools: three each in 

Bonnyville and Cold Lake; one in Waskatenau and one in Lac La Biche. The 

division office is located in Bonnyville.



We encourage you to question how it would 

benefit students to separate them between two 

school systems, both teaching the same 

curriculum?



What has happened so far?



The Establishment District

On October 4, 2019, representatives of Aspen View Public Schools met with the 

petitioners’ representative and Lakeland Catholic School Division representatives 

to determine the establishment district (as required by the Education Act).

The establishment district requested by the petitioners is the historic Athabasca 

School District 839, which is very close to the current Town of Athabasca 

boundaries, with some exceptions.



The census process

The petitioners are required by legislation to undertake a door-to-door census 

within the establishment area, to confirm that those who declare themselves as 

Catholic represent a minority of the population.

If you live within the establishment district and have not received a census form or 

had a census-taker attend your residence, we encourage you to contact Alberta 

Education.



The community information meeting

Once the census has been completed and confirmed, the petitioners, Lakeland 

Catholic School Division and Alberta Education are required to hold a community 

information meeting regarding the intent to establish a Separate School District. 

The date, time and location of this meeting is not known at this time. 



Conduct of the community information meeting

“… The chair must provide a period for

(a) the petitioners, a representative of the operating separate school board and a representative of the 

Minister to make presentations,

(b) residents in the proposed separate school establishment area, including the petitioners, and the 

representatives referred to in clause (a) to discuss and ask questions about the petition and the potential 

implications of establishing a separate school district, and

(c) those who made the presentations referred to in clause (a) to respond to the questions referred to in 

clause (b).”

Source: Establishment of Separate School Districts Regulation

(Division 2, Section 6, Subsection 3: Conduct of Community

Information Meeting)



Conduct of the community information meeting

Under the regulation, Aspen View Public Schools is not permitted to make a 

presentation at the community information meeting.

Aspen View Public Schools sent a written request to the Minister of Education 

for permission to present at the community information meeting. That request 

was denied.

Members of the public are welcome to attend and participate in the 

community information meeting.



Potential questions for the

community information meeting

● Where would a separate school be located?

● What grades would it offer?

● When would it open?

● Would busing be provided? From what distance?

● Why?



The vote

Between 10-30 days following the public meeting, a vote will be held regarding the 

establishment of a Separate School District.

In order for a Separate School District to be established for September 1, 2020, 

the vote must held prior to April 30, 2020.



Who gets to vote?

To be eligible to vote, you must:

● Meet general voter eligibility requirements (Canadian citizen, 18 or over, etc.)

● Reside within the establishment district; anyone living outside the 

establishment area is not eligible to vote.

● Sign a declaration identifying yourself as Catholic



How is the vote decided?

● At least 25% of the number of eligible voters identified in the census must 

cast ballots in order for the vote to be valid.

● At least 50% of the votes cast must be in favour for the establishment of a 

Separate School District to proceed.

For example:

● If 400 eligible voters were identified in the census

○ 100 must cast ballot for a valid vote

○ Approval could be achieved with 51 votes



How is the vote decided?

We are concerned that the decision on the establishment of a

Separate School District will be made by a comparatively small group

(declared Catholic voters residing in the establishment district),

while the implications of their decision could affect the entire Athabasca region.



What can you do?

Become an advocate

We encourage respectful dialogue within the community 

about what the establishment of a Separate School District 

would mean for students, families and the community.



What can you do?

Attend the public meeting

We encourage you to attend the public meeting held by the 

petitioners, Lakeland Catholic School Division and Alberta 

Education, to gather information, ask questions and share 

your perspective.



What can you do?

If you are eligible to do so, please vote

If you are an eligible Catholic voter residing in the 

establishment district and concerned about the potential 

establishment of a Separate School District in the Town of 

Athabasca, we encourage you to vote.



Questions? Comments?


