
Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success

“Aspen View Public Schools is committed to preparing our students to achieve success and reach 
their unique potential through the provision of meaningful learning opportunities.”

from the regular meeting held
Thursday, December 12, 2019

at Aspen View Public Schools Division Office

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, January 16, 2020
10 a.m. - Thorhild Central 

School
Upcoming Events:

December 23, 2019 -
January 3, 2020

Christmas Break

January 6, 2020
Classes resume

January 13-30, 2020
Diploma Exams

January 31, 2020
Professional Learning Day
(No school for students)

2020-21 School Calendar
 The Board of Trustees of Aspen View Public 

Schools unanimously approved the 2020-21 
School Year Calendar. Key components of the 
2020-21 School Year Calendar include:

• The first day of school for students will be 
Monday, August 31, 2020.

• The November break will be from November 
9-13, 2020.

• The Christmas break begins after Friday, 
December 18, 2020. Classes resume on Monday, 
January 4, 2021.

• The Teachers Convention/Family Day break 
begins on Thursday, February 11, 2021. Classes 
resume on Tuesday, February 16, 2021.

• The spring break will be from March 
29-April 5, 2021.

• The last day of school for students will be 
Friday, June 25, 2021.

Detailed and one-page snapshot versions 
of the 2020-21 School Year Calendar can be 
accessed through the Aspen View Public Schools 
website.

Student Services update
Shannon Smith, Director of Student Services, 

provided an update to the Board of Trustees. She 
explained that Aspen View’s Student Services 
model strives to build resiliency through a focus 
on the ‘pyramid of intervention’, which prioritizes 
universal supports, followed by group and 
individual supports based on unique needs.

Within the last year, in order to provide more 
clarity between Aspen View employees and 
private practitioners, members of the Student 
Services team have been rebranded as school 
counsellors and student services consultants. 
Through strong partnerships built with Alberta 
Health Services, other government agencies and 
private practitioners, the Student Services team 
are able to connect schools and students with 
services that address needs and build capacity.

Director Smith provided trustees with a list 
of supports available to each Aspen View school, 
including in-school counselling, speech language 
pathology, occupational therapy, family school 
liaisons, early intervention workers, inclusive 
education and wellness.

Director Smith acknowledged concern that 
potential cuts to government-funded agencies 
may challenge the viability of the existing 
student services model model, and stressed 
the importance of ongoing cross-ministry 
collaboration to support Aspen View students.

Potential separate school establishment
The Board of Trustees approved a 

communications strategy regarding the potential 
establishment of a separate school district in the 
Town of Athabasca. Information will be sent to 
school families of all three Athabasca schools, 
as well as through local print advertising. Aspen 
View will host public information sessions on the 
issue early in the New Year.

Advocacy
The Board of Trustees has invited Tany Yao, 

MLA for Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo and chair 
of the provincial government’s Rural Caucus 
(North), to attend an upcoming board meeting. 
The board views the meeting as an opportunity to 
build dialogue and share insights on the unique 
challenges and opportunities for education in 
rural Alberta.

Other highlights
• Trustees unanimously passed a motion 

to change the name of Policy 15 from ‘School 
Closure’ to ‘School & Program Viability’. The 
policy itself was not changed.

• The Board of Trustees passed first reading 
of three amended policies: Policy 6 - Role of the 
Vice Chair, Policy 10 - Policy Making, and Policy 
12 - Role of the Superintendent.
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