
Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success

“Aspen View Public Schools is committed to preparing our students to achieve success and reach 
their unique potential through the provision of meaningful learning opportunities.”

from the regular meeting held
Thursday, June 27, 2019

at Edwin Parr Composite School

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, September 12, 2019

10 a.m. - Division Office
Upcoming Events:

August 21, 2019
School offices reopen

August 26-27, 2019
Professional Learning Days  

for school staff

August 28, 2019
First day of school for students

Numeracy Framework
Associate Superintendent Karen Penney 

gave a presentation to the Board of Trustees on 
Aspen View Public Schools’ 2019-20 Numeracy 
Framework and Work Plan.

Led by a five-member (1.25 FTE) numeracy 
leadership team, the framework lays out strategies 
through which teachers can work to improve 
students’ conceptual understanding of numeracy. 
Fundamental to the framework implementation is 
a ‘growth mindset’ model that inspires confidence 
as it develops the numeracy pillars of fluency, 
reasoning and problem solving.

Dr. Penney said that similar to Aspen View’s 
literacy strategy, another important element of the 
framework is that a focus on numeracy is visibly 
evident within schools.

Literacy report
Dr. Penney presented year-end literacy results 

to the Board of Trustees.
Throughout the 2018-19 school year, all 

Aspen View students received classroom reading 
instruction through a balanced literacy program, 
and most students assessed as reading below 
grade level received additional Leveled Literacy 
Intervention (LLI) support. A comparison of 
reading assessment results from June 2018 and 
June 2019 indicates that the percentage of English 
Language Arts students reading at or above grade 
level is:

Grade 1: 72 per cent
Grade 2: 82 per cent (up 3 per cent)
Grade 3: 81 per cent (up 6 per cent)
Grade 4: 77 per cent (down 5 per cent)
Grade 5: 71 per cent (no change)
Grade 6: 76 per cent (down 1 per cent)
Grade 7: 84 per cent (up 9 per cent)
Grade 8: 79 per cent (up 8 per cent)
According to Aspen View’s Response to 

Intervention (RTI) model, 80 per cent of students 
in each grade should be reading at or above grade 
level.

System Priorities
The Board of Trustees received as information 

System Priorities for the 2019-20 school year. 
Board Priorities have been amended to include a 
priority of ‘Creating Opportunity’ by prioritizing 
and supporting ‘initiatives and partnerships that 
expand educational opportunities and enhance 
programming for students.’

Superintendent Neil O’Shea indicated that 
the System Priorities will be revisited once new 
Alberta Education outcomes in the Alberta 
Government business plan are released. 

School fees template
The Board of Trustees approved the 2019-20 

school fees template for submission to Alberta 
Education. The template lists the maximum fee 
schools can assess for student participation in 
specific programs and activities. Several fees have 
been amended for 2019-20 to reflect program 
changes and cost updates.

The fee template will be posted to the division 
website once approved by Alberta Education.

Other highlights
• The Board of Trustees approved the creation 

of a Political Advocacy Committee as a new 
committee of the board.

• A Request for Proposals (RFP) will be issued 
for one bus route in the Smith area after the 
current contractor chose to relinquish it.

• The Board of Trustees awarded successful bids 
on several tenders and RFPs, including:

- upgrade to the Boyle School roof;
- control upgrades at Smith School and 

Thorhild Central School;
- new photocopier service throughout the 

division;
- division and school website redesign, hosting 

and related services;
- replacement of Chromebooks.
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