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High school programming at Grassland School 
Stakeholder input report 

Introduction 
Aspen View Public Schools hosted a Stakeholder Meeting at Grassland School on March 13, 
2019, to discuss high school programming options for students from the Grassland attendance 
area for the 2019-20 school year. This report summarizes the information presented at the 
meeting, as well as the feedback received. 

Background 
Declining populations in rural Alberta have impacted enrolment in rural schools, and Grassland 
School is no exception. Since 2010, the total school enrolment (K-12) has dropped by 
approximately 47 per cent. Over the last several years at the high school level, low student 
enrolment has made it difficult for Grassland School to provide programming that meets diverse 
learning needs, such as leveled core courses (ex. 30-1, 30-2 30-4) and elective (CTS) courses. 
Virtual programming has been used to meet unique student needs, however, virtual 
programming does not suit all students’ learning styles. 
 
In May 2018, to address the learning needs of a particularly diverse student cohort, the Board of 
Trustees of Aspen View Public Schools approved a pilot project for the 2018-19 school year 
through which Grade 11 and 12 students residing in the Grassland School attendance area 
would attend Boyle School. 
 
The purpose of the Stakeholder Meeting was to provide feedback on the pilot project, and 
gather input and opinions on options for 2019-20 programming. 

Collection of Feedback 
Prior to the Stakeholder Meeting, parallel surveys were conducted of students participating in 
the pilot project; as well as their parents/guardians. Students complete an online survey at Boyle 
School; parents/guardians participated in a telephone survey conducted by the Aspen View 
Public Schools Communications Officer. 
 
Results of both surveys were shared at the Stakeholder Meeting and are included in this report. 
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Stakeholder Meeting Overview 
The Stakeholder Meeting was held in the Grassland School gymnasium on Wednesday, March 
13, 2019 at 6:30. Approximately 50 people attended the session, including parents/guardians, 
students, school staff and community members. Aspen View representatives at the meeting 
included: 

● Neil O’Shea, Superintendent 
● Karen Penney, Associate Superintendent 
● Ross Hunter, Communications Officer 
● Candy Nikipelo, Ward 3 Trustee 
● Dianne Jewell, Grassland School Principal 
● Sharen Kucey, Boyle School Principal 
● Larry Irla, Boyle School Assistant Principal 

 
The Stakeholder Meeting was led by Superintendent O’Shea. At the outset, he provided his 
contact information as another means of providing feedback. He also clarified that the meeting 
was not in regard to the closure of Grassland School or its senior high division, as that requires 
a separate and distinct process by followed. 
 
Superintendent O’Shea narrated a slide presentation, appended to this report, that included: 

● A graph depicting enrolment decline at Grassland School; 
● Summary of the challenges created by declining enrolment; 
● Previous efforts to expand programming for Grassland students; 
● Origins and rationale for the 2018-19 pilot project; 
● Results of student and parent surveys; 
● Options for 2019-20. 

Stakeholder Questions 
During the presentation, Superintendent O’Shea invited questions or comments from those in 
attendance. Questions and their responses (where applicable) included: 

● Was there discussion around parents pulling out their younger students to attend Boyle 
School along with their older siblings?  

○ Most said they were going to “wait and see”. 
○ We’ve lost students in spite of this program, as some families are taking their 

children elsewhere (Plamondon, Boyle, etc). 
● Were students taking virtual classes at Boyle? 

○ Over 90% of classes were face-to-face with some virtual. 
○ One parent noted that her child is doing more virtual courses at Boyle than she 

ever has.  
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● If we terminated this pilot project and kids attended school at Grassland, would there be 
virtual courses?  

○ Yes. 
● Would like to know teachers’ opinions about the pilot project, as the two schools share a 

teacher. 
● Curious to know about how the students whose teacher goes to Boyle are feeling about 

that? 
● Student would rather come to Grassland for her one course next year, rather than travel 

all the way to Boyle. 
● If there was a Grade 11-12 next year, would we still have a split class? 

○ Likely yes, but would depend on enrolment 
● Would students have longer bus rides? 

○ Length of bus ride is influenced primarily by location of students’ residences. 
Communal pick-up point (at Grassland School) has shortened the bus ride for 
some; others have chosen to transport students themselves (or have students 
drive) 

● If a bus was full of students, wouldn’t it make more sense to take them to Boyle? 
○ Length of bus ride is influenced primarily by location of students’ residences.  

Stakeholder Input 
Participants in the Stakeholder Meeting were asked to contribute responses to three questions: 
 
What is most important to you about Grassland School? 
 

● Sense of community; we look out for each other. Parents, kids, teachers. 
● Small classes - one on one (students/student and teacher/student); emotional health, 

social health, family health. 
● Heritage/pride; close to home 
● Familiarity/routine 
● Whole school activities which allow rich cross-graded and aged students 
● Part-time RAP and community partnerships 
● Teacher-taught courses 
● We are a school family 
● One-on-one teacher/student 
● Family setting 
● One of the best teachers in Grassland 
● Distance (location is closer) 
● Small graduations; awesome graduations 
● School environment 
● Protection from crime and drugs 
● Safety 
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What learning opportunities are most important for students in the senior high grades? 
 

● More options 
● Academics vs. trades 
● Transportation 
● Quality teaching 
● No virtual 
● Emotional health while learning 
● Work experience in community 
● Extra-curricular activities (sports, dance, music, drama) 
● Student/teacher time ratio; relationships 
● Social opportunities 
● Making career choices (courses offered) 
● Students are taking the correct courses that they need to graduate 

 
What are the most important factors Aspen View should consider when making decisions about 
programming for senior high students from the Grassland area? 
 

● Offer what students need in Grassland so they don’t have to go to Boyle. 
● Base the decision on the needs of the current year’s students. 
● Offer one or two full days at Boyle or Athabasca (band, sports, music, etc.) instead of a 

full week. 
● Programming to ensure students have the right courses to get into post-secondary 
● Programming for students who want to go into a trade 
● Busing 
● Don’t make decisions that can’t be undone 
● Utilize the quality math teacher we have 
● Talk to the science students currently affected by the half-time teacher 
● Bus route 
● Sports, extra options 
● Size of classroom 
● Teacher relationships (more hands-on, individual help) 
● Diversity of programs 
● Correct programming available for student needs 

 

Wrap-Up/Next Steps 
 
At the conclusion of the Stakeholder Meeting, Superintendent O’Shea acknowledged that 
busing is a concern for many. He also reiterated that he could be contacted directly with 
additional feedback. 
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Superintendent O’Shea advised that the input from the Stakeholder Meeting would be reviewed, 
with a decision for 2019-20 coming later this spring. Decisions beyond 2019-20 would be 
considered at a later date. 
 
The Stakeholder Meeting concluded at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Appendix: 

● Stakeholder meeting presentation 
 
 
 
For further information or to provide additional feedback, please contact either of the below: 
 
Neil O’Shea, Superintendent 
Aspen View Public Schools 
neil.oshea@aspenview.org 
780-675-7080 Ext. 11 
 
Candy Nikipelo 
Ward 3 Trustee 
Aspen View Public Schools Board of Trustees 
candy.nikipelo@aspenview.org 
780-689-3794 
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Challenges of low enrolment:

● Combined grades

● Difficult to provide diverse programs 

(ex. Elective courses; 30-1, 30-2)

● Unique student needs addressed though 

virtual programs; not ideal for all students



Efforts to expand programming 

for Grassland students:
● At various times over the past several years,

Grassland School students have been bused 

to Boyle School to participate in 

elective/optional courses (CTS)



Origins of pilot project:

● May 2018:

○ Diverse learning needs of Grassland School student 

cohort makes it challenging to offer programming 

locally

○ Significant number of Grade 11 & 12 students 

indicated an intention to attend high school in Boyle, 

Athabasca or outside Aspen View to meet their 

programming needs



Origins of pilot project (continued):

○ Proposal to bus Grassland students to Boyle School 

for a portion of the day for core programming (high 

school sciences and math) in addition to electives; 

however, logistics of timetables and mid-day 

transportation between schools created a barrier.



Origins of pilot project (continued):

○ Pilot project proposal:

■ Grade 11&12 students transported from their 

homes and/or communal pick-up points to Boyle 

School for the full school day for the 2018-19 

school year.

■ Grade 10 students remain at Grassland School; no 

students transported other than Grade 11&12.

■ Grades 10 & 11 offered at Grassland School in 

2019-20.



Summary of pilot project rationale:

● Helps meet diverse learning needs of unique student 

cohort

● Timetable/busing logistics are more manageable

● Two grades in pilot project is compliant with School Act 

and Aspen View Policy 15 regarding closure of a grade 

division.



Grassland High School Pilot Project: Survey Results
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Options for 2019-20

● Renew pilot project (Grades 11&12 at Boyle School)

● Conclude pilot project (Grade 11 at Grassland School, 

Grade 12 at Boyle School)

● Terminate pilot project (Grade 11&12 at 

Grassland School)

○ Busing to Boyle for electives could remain

*By law, Grades 10, 11 & 12 at Boyle School is not achievable for 2019-20



Stakeholder input

What is most important to you about Grassland School?

What learning opportunities are most important for 

students in the senior high grades?

What are the most important factors Aspen View should 

consider when making decisions about programming for 

senior high students from the Grassland area?



What’s next?

What happens to input from this meeting?

What’s the timeline for a decision for 2019-20?

What decisions remain for beyond 2019-20?
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