
Greek Island Cruise
 4 Days | Mykonos | Samos | Patmos | Rhodes | Crete | Santorini



Cruise details
Mykonos | Samos | Patmos | Rhodes | Crete | Santorini

Cruise company

EF uses Celestyal Cruises (formerly known as Louis Cruises) for all 

of our Greek Island cruises. Celeystal’s fleet includes several vessels 

capable of accommodating 1200-2000 passengers. 

Accommodations and amenities 

Cabins on the ship are smaller than normal hotel rooms. Each cabin 

has air conditioning and a private bathroom. Groups should expect 

to stay in lower-deck cabins, which may be interior facing. All student 

travellers will be accommodated in triples or quads. Twin and single 

cabins are available with a rooming upgrade. Amenities on the ship 

may include restaurants, a pool, a casino, a library, an exercise room, 

live entertainment, and a discotheque. One hour of complimentary 

WiFi is provided daily (additional hours can be purchased on board).

Meals and drinks

Your cruise includes all meals, with full American breakfasts (6am–

9am), lunch buffets (noon–2pm), tea on deck (5pm), and buffet-

style and seated dinners (6:45pm or 7:45pm). Travellers with food 

allergies should alert their Tour Consultant at least four weeks prior to 

departure. Drinks include sparkling and mineral water, sodas, juices, 

tea, coffee, non-alcoholic cocktails, and more. Alcoholic cocktails are 

available to travellers ages 21 and older with a valid passport.

Dress

While the dress code on-board is mostly casual, some evening 

activities may require semi-formal attire. Additionally, most cruises 

include a Greek Night, where travellers are encouraged to dress in 

blue and white.

Payments on-board

The currency used on-board is the euro (€). A mandatory shipboard 

account is opened for each traveller at the beginning of the cruise. 

A credit card or €50 deposit is required in order to open an account 

(debit cards or personal cheques are not accepted). All on-board 

expenses including shore excursions, gift shop purchases, etc. are 

charged to your shipboard account. Upon disembarkation, travellers 

may settle their accounts using MasterCard, Visa, or American 

Express credit cards, or cash.

Tipping

Gratuities for cruise staff are included in your EF program price. 

Guides

Your Tour Director will be with you on board throughout the cruise. All 

island excursions are led by local guides. Your Tour Director will also 

accompany you on these excursions.

Itinerary details

PORT   DAY ARRIVAL  DEPARTURE

Piraeus    Mon Embark  11:30am

Mykonos   Mon 6pm  11pm

Samos   Tue 5am  3:30pm

Patmos   Tue 4pm  9pm

Rhodes   Wed 7am  6pm

Crete   Thu 7am  11:30am

Santorini   Thu 4:30pm  9pm

Piraeus   Fri 7am  Disembark

Four-night cruises always depart on Mondays.

Shore excursions

A three-island shore excursion package is included, featuring 

incredible sights that perfectly complement your comprehensive 

itinerary. The excursion includes visits to: 

 

1. Samos: Vathy, Heraion, and Pythagorio 

2. Crete: the Minoan Palace of Knossos 

3. Santorini: Oia Village

These excursions are detailed on the following pages. Here are a few 

helpful tips for all of them:  

 – Comfortable walking shoes are recommended.

 –  For visits to religious sites, bare shoulders and shorts 

are not permitted.

 – Bring water. 

Those wishing to add additional excursion packages can purchase 

them directly through Celestyal Cruises.
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Mykonos
One of Greece’s Cyclades Islands, Mykonos was ruled by the Venetians in the 13th and 14th centuries, and was later under Turkish 

occupation. Today, the quaint, winding streets of the Old Town are perfect for browsing trendy boutiques and crafts shops.

Guests will either ride a tender boat to the Old Port of Mykonos, the centre of activity on the island, or if the ship docks, travellers will 

disembark at the Port of Mykonos pier and take the free shuttle service into town.  

Mykonos round-trip shuttle service 

Includes: Travel by shuttle bus

Time: 3 hours

Pace: Moderate walking

The Old Port of Mykonos (also known as Hora) is located just 

over two kilometres from your dock. You can take a round-

trip shuttle there and explore the island’s largest town on 

your own. Brilliant, whitewashed architecture is around every 

corner, including the iconic Mykonos windmills and the Church 

of Panagia Paraportiani, one of the most famous structures in 

Greece. Be on the lookout for Three Well Square (Tria Pigadia), 

where a local legend states that an unmarried woman who 

drinks from each of the wells will soon find a husband.

Cruise ship 



Patmos
Reunited with Greece in 1948, Patmos is one of the 12 Dodecanese Islands that extend off the western coast of Turkey. Once your 

cruise ship arrives, tender boats will take groups ashore to enjoy free time on the island.

The small town of Skala, with many shops and restaurants, is easily accessible from the port of Skala. The town’s main site, the Grotto 

of the Apocalypse, can be reached by a climbing a 30-minute pathway or hiring a local taxi.

Vathy, Heraion, and Pythagorio

Includes: Breakfast; travel by motor coach; walking tour; local 

sight visit and Heraion archaeological site 

Time: Approximately 5 hours

Pace: Extensive walking

Enjoy an orientation walk through the town of Vathy, where you’ll 

see the bustling main square, St. Spyridon church, and the 

town hall. Continue on to the archaeological site of Heraion, a 

large sanctuary to the goddess Hera. It was designated a joint 

UNESCO World Heritage Site along with nearby Pythagoreion, 

an archaeological site containing ancient Greek and Roman 

monuments. Groups visiting during the winter will also visit the 

Vathy Archaeological Museum, while groups visiting during the 

summer will have extra time to enjoy Heraion’s beaches. Return by 

bus to Pythagorio village, where you’ll view crystal-clear waters and 

white-sand beaches.

Samos
Ruled by legend and beauty, Samos is located in the eastern Aegean Sea. This picturesque Greek island is known as the home of

Pythagoras, the father of mathematics, and the legendary birthplace of Hera.   

EF travellers must disembark by tender boat at Samos as the ship continues to Turkey, which the Canadian Government warns travellers from 

visiting. The island will be difficult to explore for those travellers who choose not to participate in the excursion.

Note: All EF travellers are required to disembark on Samos Island at 4:45am. A wake-up call of 4am will be set for all guests (students, 
chaperones, and Group Leaders). This is mandatory due to the fact that the cruise will continue on to Kusadasi, Turkey. As a result of 
existing Canadian Government travel warnings, EF travellers are not permitted in Turkey. This includes staying on board a cruise in a 
Turkish port. On return, the cruise will reconnect with EF travellers at Samos and resume the standard program.



Rhodes
The largest of the Dodecanese Islands, Rhodes was fortified by the Knights of the order of St. John in the 14th century and is rich  

in history and culture. 

The Old Town of Rhodes, including the Palace of the Knights, is reachable by foot from the Port of Rhodes. The town of Lindos, and the 

Acropolis, are only reachable by a one-hour bus or taxi ride. Excursions to Lindos can be arranged on arrival at the Port of Rhodes, or 

on board through Celestyal Cruise’s shore excursion staff.

Crete
Said to be the birthplace of Zeus, Crete is Greece’s largest island with a culture and history of its own. Docking at the central port of 

Heraklion, you can explore some of ancient Greece’s most interesting archaeological sites as well as the stunningly situated Tomb of 

Kazantzakis, honouring the influential 20th-century writer Nios Kazantzakis.

Travellers who do not participate in the excursion can take a 15-minute walk to Heraklion’s town center.

Minoan Palace of Knossos

Includes: Travel by motor coach; walking tour

Time: 3 hours

Pace: Moderate walking

Enjoy a short drive through the Venetian lion-guarded port of 

Heraklion to the Knossos excavations, the site of the ancient 

Minoan Kingdom. Your guide will highlight the sophisticated 

culture that flourished thousands of years ago on this island. 

The Palace, decorated with frescoes and shields, houses the 

Hall of the Royal Guard, the Hall of the Double Axes, the King’s 

Chamber with the alabaster throne, the Queen’s Apartment, 

beautiful courtyards, and shrines. (Walking in the archaeological 

site of Knossos will be on uneven gravel surfaces. Passengers 

may not be allowed to enter the site with large bags/backpacks.)



Oia Village

Includes: Travel by motor coach; walking tour

Time: Approximately 3 hours

Pace: Moderate walking

Admire the panoramic view of the Aegean Sea and the 

neighboring islands on your way to Oia Village. First, you will 

head up to the monastery of Prophet Ilias for a breathtaking 

view before continuing north. Pass through Fira, as well as the 

traditional villages of Firostefani and Imerovigli, before arriving in 

Oia. Built on the Caldera rim, Oia Village is an excellent example 

of Cycladic architecture. Walk along the cobblestone streets 

and explore the village, known for its whitewashed houses with 

blue shutters. You will have free time to walk along the marble-

paved alleys and browse the goods at unique local shops. 

Santorini
Santorini is often considered the quintessential Greek Island, and for good reason. Its iconic whitewashed houses perched on steep 

hillsides and its landscapes of plunging cliffs and black-sand beaches make it one of the world’s most breathtaking destinations. 

Sites in Santorini are only reachable by bus. We highly recommend participating in the included excursions.

TICO-2395858, 50018789 | CPBC-73991, 73990 | OPC-702732


