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Policy 30 

  

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 
Aspen View Public Schools respects and values diversity and the importance of engaging all 
learners to realize their full potential. The distinctive strengths and needs of every Aspen View 
Public School student must be addressed in learning environments that are safe, caring and 
responsive.  

Aspen View Public Schools strives to provide programing and resources that meet the diverse 
needs of our students. 

In accordance with Alberta’s vision for an Inclusive Education System, Aspen View Public 
Schools adheres to the following principles in the development of policies and practices: 

 Anticipate, value and support diversity and learner differences 
 High expectations for all learners 
 Understand learners strengths and needs 
 Remove barriers within learning environments 
 Build capacity 
 Collaborate for success 

Inclusive Education is a framework that supports diversity, learner differences, and the evolving 
needs of all students.  Inclusion draws upon research, teacher expertise and experience to 
create the best learning environments for students throughout their educational journey.  Well-
designed learning environments combined with evidence-based instructional strategies and 
supports are vital to student success. 

Flexible and responsive learning environments can be organized in a variety of ways to support 
student learning at various stages of their school careers. Classrooms and other learning 
spaces can offer: 

 Instruction and support in a grade level classroom with peers of the same age 
 Small group pull out settings  
 Specialized congregated classroom settings 
 Individualized instruction in and out of classroom settings 
 On-line learning or blended learning options 
 Learning suites or learning centres 
 Combinations of grade level classrooms, small group spaces, congregated classrooms 

or alternate spaces depending on student needs 

Evidence-based instructional strategies and supports are created to meet the needs of all 
learners. While some strategies are valuable to every student, others are designed to address 
specific areas of need or significant deficits. Universal, targeted and individualized strategies are 
responsive to student learning profiles and can be adjusted to best address their needs at all 
stages of their school experience. 
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 Universal supports are available to all students and are incorporated into the teacher 
practice, class expectations and routines.  
 

 Targeted interventions provide support to small groups of students the opportunity to 
learn strategies with peers with similar needs. Numeracy, literacy, 
communication/language skills and prosocial skills are often remediated through 
targeted strategy and intervention sessions. 
 

 Specialized/Individualized interventions provide supports to students with exceptional 
learning and or medical needs. These services require additional or specialized training 
and often rely on collaboration across Ministries to support student success. Speech 
language, Occupational Therapy, Emotional/Behavioral Interventions, Sign Language 
Interpreters, Alternate and Augmentative Communication Systems, Diabetes 
supervision, Personal care are among the many supports provided for individual 
students.  

 All of the above strategies may rely on supports from outside agencies. 
 

As per the Standards for Special Education, Amended June 2004, the following definitions will 
be valid: 

“Adapted Programing” means programming that retains the learning outcomes of the 
Program of Studies and where adjustments to the instructional process are provided to address 
the special education needs of the student. (p.3) 

“Modified Programing” means programming in which the learning outcomes are significantly 
different from the provincial curriculum and are specifically selected to meet students’ special 
educational needs. (p.4) 

 Accommodations can be environmental, instructional, or assessment supports and resources 
provided to students based on their specific learning needs. Accommodations can be provided 
to students in regular, adapted or modified programs as appropriate. 

Individual Program Plans (IPP) is an individual program plan developed to help a child 
succeed to individualize their learning needs and support as needed. IPPs are created in 
collaboration with the student, parent/guardians, and teaching/learning team and are revisited 
and revised throughout the year. The student’s long and short term goals, program design, 
classroom strategies and accommodations are developed based on formal and informal 
assessments, the recommendations of clinical and educational professionals and the input of 
the student and parent/guardians. 

Case Conferences are held early in the school year for students with complex and severe 
learning needs. The conferences may include the learning/teaching team, clinical consultants, 
and parent/guardians/guardian and, when appropriate, the student. The meeting allows 
students, parent/guardians and the learning/teaching team members the opportunity to work 
together to create a responsive and authentic plan for the year and create the IPP. 
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Appeal 

Where a parent/guardian disagrees with the placement, programing or services and supports 
provided to a student, every effort shall be made to resolve the dispute in a collaborative, timely, 
fair and open manner. If this process does not lead to a satisfactory resolution, 
parent/guardians may appeal to the Superintendent; failing resolution at this level, a further 
appeal may be made to the Board. Finally, parent/guardians have the right to request, in 
writing, a review of the decision of the Board by the Minister of Education. 

 

Cross Reference with Policy 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


